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HEX I entered medical school not more than twenty
per cent, of the instruction was practical, in the sense that we
learned by doing. Laboratory work was all but non-existent. In
physiology we watched the circulation in a frog's foot, tested the
response of muscle tissue to electric stimulation observed the
heart's action in an eviscerated guinea-pig; and in chemistry we
examined various secretions and excretions much as I had done
at the asylum in San Antonio. But in the dissecting room we made
up for any and all deficiencies elsewhere. True to Dr. Graves5
prediction, we studied anatomy intensively through the first and
second years until we learned it thoroughly, or were dropped from
the rolls.
About eight per cent, of the teaching was by lessons assigned in
textbooks or by lectures compiled from textbooks dealing with the
subject; the chief difference between the two methods was that
compilations seldom improved the original matter and were
usually less intelligible by reason of poor delivery. Then, as now,
a great number of competent doctors could save lives, but were
utterly incapable of describing the procedure in simple words,
clearly spoken; one greatly neglected accomplishment was, and
still is, some training in public speaking.
The school was small, the faculty devoted wholeheartedly to
indoctrinating the student body with the truth, as they saw it;
therefore the effectiveness of lessons, lectures and demonstrations
was checked every few weeks with an oral quiz, and at the end
of each semester by a written examination covering everything
taught to date. These were fearsome ordeals carrying a high
mortality. My class, which had started bravely in October, had
been pruned by the time I entered in March from a rowdy thirty-
five to a somewhat chastened twenty-eight; seven members were
summarily discarded after the first examination. Two others met
a similar fate at the end of the year, three more at the end of the
second. Two of the survivors failed the third-year examinations,
and two, who passed, elected to take their credits elsewhere and
be granted diplomas from larger, better-known schools.